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T autologically speaking, zero is 
zero. Graphically speaking, zero is 
0. Mathematically speaking, zero 

is none. Conceptually speaking, zero is the 
absence of presence and the presence of 
absence. All in all, zero is quite a lot.
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As per the writer Francis McKee: 
Nothing is impossible. Or, put another 
way, “nothing” is a concept so fraught 
with paradox and contradictions that 
it defeats definition. The flipside of 
nothing is something, and each attempt 
to consider the idea of nothing reveals 
yet another “thing” or entity—no matter 
how mundane, microscopic or previously 
imperceptible.
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Haim Steinbach’s 0% (1997) is a 
fragment of found text, extracted from 
its context, and resized to occupy an 
entire gallery wall. Visually speaking, it’s 
dramatic.
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0% is made of up one large zero, two 
smaller ones, and a diagonal line. 0% 
transitions from a swollen to a narrowed 
curve, and involves an ellipse and a line. 
0% is a language, it’s an object, it’s a 
value. 0% also relates to John Cage’s 
4’33” (1952), where silence reveals a 
certain type of loudness. In that sense, 0% 
is silent, but emphatically and vociferously 
so. 
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For the musician and sound artist Ben 
Vida (b. 1974), silence can be something 
quite loud. hy.morf.eld (undersong edition) 
(2012) involves subwoofer tones that 
bring forward the vibrations that make 
sound physically present. Our capacity to 
hear is a physical response to oscillating 
frequencies and fluctuating pulses—and 
we sense hy.morf.eld with our bodies as 
much as with our ears. Vida proposes not 
just a collection of sound waves, but of 
sound objects.
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So if the flipside of nothing is 
something, then 0% and hy.morf.eld 
manage to fill a room full of nothing.
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Haim Steinbach’s 0% (1997) is on view 
from December 7th to the 23rd, 2012. 

Ben Vida presents hy.morf.eld 
(undersong edition) (2012) alongside 0% 
on December 7th, 2012, on the invitation 
of Institute research fellows Jennie 
Ekstrand, Matthew Logsdon, and Janet 
Yoon. Special thanks to Justin Luke / 
Audio Visual Arts.


